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Dear Colleagues,

On behalf of the organizing committee it is a great pleasure, to invite all of you 
to join ATHENA 2019 Conference which will be held on November 19-21, 2019 
in Athens, Greece.

ATHENA 2019 Conference is a major international multidisciplinary event, in 
the field of severe infections taking place every 2 years in Athens Greece and at-
tended nationally and internationally by upwards of 500 attendees from all over 
the country and worldwide. The conference has the aim to provide the opportunity 
for the audience to interact with world-distinguished speakers and profit from 
their deep knowledge and expertise in difficult aspects of the current practice on 
diagnosis, treatment and management of severe infections. During the last years 
the organizing and scientific committee has been focused to make this congress 
an important scientific event beyond the Greek borders, open to friendships and 
collaborations in order to gain worldwide warm acceptance and recognition for 
its scientific merit. The success of the past congress, shows us that we are on the 
right path towards this goal. The symposium will be held at the foot of Acropolis 
hill and next to the New Acropolis Museum, in an environment linked with the 
ancient Greek history. Delegates will also have the opportunity to feel the pulse of 
modern Athens, by strolling at the heart of the city through live and sophisticated 
neighborhoods nearby the venue. In this website you will find all the information 
needed concerning the implementation of the congress. The material will soon be 
enriched with further details for your convenience. We are confident that ATHENA 
2019 will represent an unforgettable personal and professional experience, and 
we look forward to welcoming you in Athens.

As the chair of the organizing committee, I would like to send my warmest regards 
and invite all of you to a stimulating scientific event.

Best Regards,

The Chair of the Congress 
Professor George Dimopoulos

W e l c om e  L e t t e r
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S c i e n t i f i c  P r o g r a m

Tuesday 19-11-2019

09.00-09.15 Welcome and Introductions G. Dimopoulos

09.15-11.00 sCAP in the ICU 
Chairs: A. Armaganidis – A. Koutsoukou

09.15-09.30 Community healthcare associated infections: 
More similar to hospital-acquired?

P. Povoa

09.30-09.45 Short course antibiotic therapy  
for pneumonia: Is it safe?

M. Kollef

09.45-10.00 VAE vs VAP: The central role of hypoxemia S. Nseir
10.00-10.15 sCAP in immunocompromised patients S. Metallidis
10.15-10.30 Burden and unmet needs for CAP J. Rello
10.30-11.00 Q & A / Discussion

11.00-11.30 Satellite Lecture (page 15)

11.30-12.00 Satellite Lecture (page 15)

12.00-13.00 Break

13.00-15.00 Attractive issues on infections in the ICU
Chairs: A. Komnos – E. Antoniadou

13.00-13.15 Prolonged infusion of antibiotics:  
When and how?

J. De Waele

13.15-13.30 Probiotics/synbiotics for ICU patients:  
Are they still on board?

M. Akova

13.30-13.45 Rapid microbiologic diagnostics - Can  
they make a difference in patient outcomes?

M. Kollef

13.45-14.00 C difficile antitoxin and prevention  
of infection

M. Wilcox

14.00-14.15 CRE in IA sepsis - How big is the problem? C. Eckmann
14.15-14.30 Long acting antibiotics: The future? F. Meniccheti
14.30-15.00 Q & A / Discussion
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S c i e n t i f i c  P r o g r a m

Tuesday 19-11-2019

15.00-17.00 Next Generation Antibiotics 
Chairs: E. Zakynthinos – C. Gogos

15.00-15.15 Omadocycline Y. Carmeli
15.15-15.30 Eravacycline D. Nicolau
15.30-15.45 Lefamulin M. Bassetti
15.45-16.00 Meropenem-Varbobactam E. Giamarellos
16.00-16.15 Aztreonam-Avibactam M. Akova
16.15-16.30 Imipenem-Relebactam J.F. Timsit
16.30-17.00 Q & A / Discussion

17.00-17.30 Break

17.30-19.00 Satellite Symposium (page 15)

19.00-19.30 Award Ceremony dedicated  
to Prof. Helen Giamarellou
Chair: G. Dimopoulos
A fight of 50 years against infections H. Giamarellou

S c i e n t i f i c  P r o g r a m

Wednesday 20-11-2019

09.00-11.00 Lessons from the management  
of difficult infections in the ICU
Chairs: J. Pnevmatikos – Κ. Arvaniti

09.00-09.15 Rapid diagnosis of respiratory infections S. Metallidis
09.15-09.30 MDR Pseudomonas infections: 

Aminoglycosides and colistin  
do not improve outcome

Y. Carmeli

09.30-09.45 Do aerolized antibiotics still have a role  
for VAP?

J. Rello

09.45-10.00 Should procalcitonin use be mandatory  
for determining antibiotic duration?

P. Povoa

10.00-10.15 Minocycline and rifampin against MDR M. Bassetti
10.15-10.30 Why immunocompromised patients  

fail to respond to antifungals 
O. Cornely

10.30-11.00 Q & A / Discussion

11.00-12.00 Satellite Symposium (page 15)

12.00-12.30 State of the Art Lecture
Chairs: H. Sambatakou – P. Gargalianos
Bacteriome and mycobiome interactions:  
Effect of health and disease

M. Ghannoum

12.30-13.30 Break

13.30-15.30 Towards the future
 Chairs: E. Zakynthinos – G. Vlachogianni

13.00-13.15 e-learning in infection prevention  
and control

D. Vogelaers

13.15-13.30 Lasers and nanoparticles into biofilms M. Ghannoum
13.30-13.45 The importance of viruses infections  

in ICU patients
J. Chastre

13.45-14.00 Sepsis: Right time for antibiotic therapy? T. Calandra
14.00-14.15 Bacteriophages for antimicrobial therapy J. Van der Meer
14.15-14.30 Siderophore - Antibiotic conjugates D. Nicolau
14.30-15.00 Q & A / Discussion
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S c i e n t i f i c  P r o g r a m S c i e n t i f i c  P r o g r a m

Wednesday 20-11-2019

15.30-17.30 Surgical infections
Chairs: V. Koulouras – Ι. Koutelidakis

15.30-15.45 Severe Acute Pancreatitis:  
When to use antibiotics? 

J. De Waele

15.45-16.00 Necrotizing fasciitis P. Montravers
16.00-16.15 Source control in intrabdominal sepsis -  

Tips and tricks for non-surgeons 
C. Eckmann

16.15-16.30 C. difficile infections:  
New options for treatment

M. Wilcox

16.30-16.45 Cardiovascular implantable device infections N. Petrosillo
16.45-17.00 Chlorhexidine for everything? M. Niederman
17.00-17.30 Q & A / Discussion

17.30-18.00 Break

18.00-18.30 Satellite Lecture (page 16)

18.30-19.30 Satellite Symposium (page 16)

19.30-20.00 State of the art Lecture
Chair: E. Giamarellos
Modulating the microbiota in critically 
ill patients (antibiotics, SDD, feacal 
transplantation)

J. Van der Meer

Thursday 21-11-2019

09.00-11.00 Fungal infections 
Chairs: S. Orfanos – D. Kofteridis

09.00-09.15 Fungal biofilm M. Ghannoum
09.15-09.30 Candida auris: A new enemy? T. Calandra
09.30-09.45 Echinocandins: Mechanisms of resistance J.A. Paiva
09.45-10.00 New antifungals (APX001, F901318,  

AmB Cochleate, SCY078, VL2397)
O. Cornely

10.00-10.15 Rare cases of Aspergillosis 
(tracheobronchitis, pericardial,  
celebral) in the ICU

D. Vogelaers

10.15-10.30 Rezafugin H. Sambatakou
10.30-11.00 Q & A / Discussion

11.00-11.30 State of the art lecture
 Chair: T. Vassilakopoulos
 Can we apply SSC guidelines in every single 

ICU in the world? The view from LMIC
J.L. Vincent

11.30-13.30 How to...
Chairs: G. Baltopoulos – A. Kotanidou

11.30-11.45 … save Carbapenems in the ICU P. Montravers
11.45-12.00 … manage Gram positive resistant infections J. Chastre
12.00-12.15 … treat malaria in the ICU: Challenges  

in management 
N. Petrosillo

12.15-12.30 … optimize delivery of inhaled antibiotics  
in the ICU

L. Palmer

12.30-12.45 … approach influenza - associated 
Aspergillosis 

J.A. Paiva

12.45-13.00 … treat measles outbreaks F. Menichetti
13.00-13.30 Q & A / Discussion

13.30-14.30 Break
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S c i e n t i f i c  P r o g r a m

Thursday 21-11-2019

14.30-15.30 Τuberculosis in the ICU
Chairs: N. Koulouris – N. Kapravelos

14.30-14.50 New drugs against tuberculosis G.B. Migliori
14.50-15.10 How to treat MDR/PDR Tuberculosis G. Sotgiu
15.10-15.30 Q & A / Discussion

15.30-16.30 Satellite Symposium (page 17)

16.30-17.00 Satellite Lecture (page 17)

17.00-17.30 Satellite Lecture (page 17)

17.30 Closing and Remarks of the Conference

S at e l l i t e  S ym p o s i α  &  L e c t u r e s

Tuesday 19-11-2019

11.00-11.30 Satellite Lecture (HAMILTON MEDICAL)
Chair: D. Georgopoulos
Open Lung Approach 2.0 G.A. Iotti
Q & A / Discussion

11.30-12.00 Satellite Lecture (3M)
Chair: D. Matthaiou
CRBSI’s prevention. Health Economics 
and Clinical Outcomes

G. Theodorakopoulos

Q & A / Discussion

17.30-19.00 Satellite Symposium (PFIZER)
The role of ceftazidime/avibactam  
in the treatment of resistant Gram-
negative infections
Chairs: G. Daikos – H. Giamarellou

17.30-17.45 Mechanisms of resistance  
in Pseudomonas and Klebsiella:  
The role of ceftazidime avibactam

G. Daikos

17.45-18.00 PK/PD in critically ill patients:  
Pharmacology of a ß-lactam/ 
ß-lactamase inhibitor

D. Nicolau

18.00-18-15 Greek experience with ceftazidime – 
avibactam

H. Giamarellou

18.15-18.30 Worldwide experience with ceftazidime 
– avibactam

M. Bassetti

18.30-19.00 Q & A / Discussion
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S at e l l i t e  S ym p o s i α  &  L e c t u r e s

Wednesday 20-11-2019

11.00-12.00 Satellite Symposium (NORMA)
Nebulized antibiotics: The right position
Chair: G. Poulakou

11.00-11.20 How to reduce bacterial resistance using 
inhaled antibiotics

L. Palmer 

11.20-11.40 Nebulized colistin: When and why? J. Rello 
11.40-12.00 Q & A / Discussion

18.00-18.30 Satellite Lecture (PFIZER)
Chair: A. Koutsoukou

18.00-18.20 Treating aspergillosis in ICU:  
The role of isavuconazole

G. Dimopoulos

18.20-18.30 Q & A / Discussion

18.30-19.30 Satellite Symposium (BIOMERIEUX)
The use of syndromic testing to improve  
antibiotic use in patients with severe  
pneumonia
Chair: P.F. Laterre

18.30-18.50 Applying Molecular Syndromic Testing 
alongside biomarkers: the PROGRESS 
paradigm

E. Giamarellos

18.50-19.10 Using syndromic testing to challenge  
the paradigm of antibiotic use in patients 
with severe pneumonia

P.F. Laterre

19.10-19.30 Q & A / Discussion

S at e l l i t e  S ym p o s i α  &  L e c t u r e s

Thursday 21-11-2019

15.30-16.30 Satellite Symposium (AMOMED)
Decatecholaminization in the ICU 
Chair: P. Myrianthefs

15.30-15.50 Catecholamine-toxicity in ICU patients 
and therapeutic alternatives in clinical 
practice

A. Rudiger

15.50-16.10 Landiolol - A new β-blocker in the ICU W. Dabrowski
16.10-16.30 Q & A / Discussion

16.30-17.00 Satellite Lecture (BAXTER)
Fluids in the ICU 
Chair: I. Tsangaris

16.30-16.50 Volume replacement with a new 
balanced crystalloid solution

P. Myrianthefs

16.50-17.00 Q & A / Discussion

17.00-17.30 Satellite Lecture (Helix2-T2Biosystems)
Chair: S. Pournaras
Impact of the T2Bacteria and 
T2Candida panels on changing  
clinical outcomes

O. Guzman
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S P O N S O R S

P L A T I N U M

G O L D

S I L V E R

B R O N Z E

C O N T R I B U T O R S

G e n e r a l  I n f o r m at i o n

Conference Venue

The venue of the conference is the Olympia Hall, in the DIVANI CARAVEL 
Hotel, which is situated in the heart of Athens, close to numerous sites of interest 
and cultural opportunities.

Dates

The conference will be held on November 19th – 21st, 2019.

Official Language

The official language of the conference will be English. All printed material 
and oral presentations will be in English. No simultaneous interpretation in 
other languages will be provided.

Registration Fee

The registration fee is 200€ (plus 24% VAT). Includes entry to all sessions, the 
exhibition area, coffee breaks during the conference and all congress materials 
and administration costs.

Accommodation

Accommodation will be offered at the Divani Caravel Hotel for participants, 
not staying in Athens.

Internet access

Wireless Internet connection is available and accessible to all participants in the 
Hotel’s premises, without any additional charge. An internet corner will also be 
set in the exhibition area, including laptops, for participants’ use.

Oral Presentations

Speakers are kindly requested to hand in the PowerPoint file of their talk to the 
Conference’s Technical Secretariat, at least 1 hour before their presentation time.
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F A C U L T Y  L I S T
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Antoniadou Eleni, Pneumonologist-Intensivist, Director of ICU “G. Gennimatas” 
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Armaganidis Apostolos, Professor of Pulmonary and Intensive Care Medicine, 
Medical School, National and Kapodistrian University of Athens, Head of the 2nd 
Critical Care Department, “Attikon” University Hospital, Athens, Greece

Arvaniti Kostoula, MD, Intensivist, ICU, “Papageorgiou” Hospital, Thessaloniki, 
Greece

Baltopoulos George, MD, PhD, Professor Emeritus, National & Kapodistrian 
University of Athens, Critical Care & Pulmonary diseases

Bassetti Matteo, MD, PhD, Direttore Clinica Malattie Infettive, Azienda Sanitaria 
Universitaria Integrata di Udine, Presidio Ospedaliero Universitario Santa Maria 
della Misericordia, Head Infectious Diseases Division, Santa Maria Misericordia 
University Hospital, Udine, Italy

Calandra Thierry, MD, PhD, Professor of Medicine, Head, Infectious Diseases 
Service, University Hospital Lausanne, Switzerland

Carmeli Yehuda, MD, MPH, Professor of Medicine, Tel Aviv University, Head, 
National Institute for Antibiotic Resistance & Infection Control, Ministry of Health

Chastre Jean, Consulting Professor of Medicine and Intensive care Medicine at Paris, 
6th University School of Medicine, and Hôpital Pitié-Salpêtrière, Paris, France

Cornely Oliver, Professor of Medicine, Director, Translational Research/CECAD 
Institute, University of Cologne, Director, Clinical Trials Center Cologne/CTC 
Cologne, Professor of Internal Medicine/Department I of Internal Medicine, 
University Hospital of Cologne, Germany

Dabrowsky Wojciech, Professor, MD Medical University of Lublin, 
Anaesthesiology Intensive Care, Poland

Daikos Georgios, Associate Professor of Medicine, School of Medicine, National 
and Kapodistrian University of Athens, Athens, Greece

De Waele Jan, Professor, Intensivist, Ghent University Hospital, Ghent, Belgium
Dimopoulos George, MD, PhD, FCCP, FECCM, Professor Critical Care 

Medicine, Critical Care Department, “Attikon” University Hospital, School of 
Medicine, National and Kapodistrian University of Athens, Athens, Greece

Eckmann Christian, Professor, MD, PhD, Antibiotic Stewardship Expert ECDC/
DGKH, Chief of Surgery, Department of General, Visceral and Thoracic Surgery, 
Klinikum Peine, Medical University Hannover, Germany

Gargalianos Panagiotis, MD, PhD, Internal Medicine - Infectious Diseases, Director, 
1st Internal Medicine Unit, “G. Gennimatas” General Hospital, Athens, Greece

F A C U L T Y  L I S T

Ghannum Mahmud, PHD, MBA, FAAM, FIDSA, Professor and Director, 
Center for Medical Mycology and Integrated Microbiome, University Hospitals 
Cleveland Medical Center and Case Western Reserve University, USA

Georgopoulos Dimitrios, Professor of Medicine, Director of Intensive Care 
Medicine Department, University Hospital of Heraklion, School of Medicine, 
University of Crete, Herakleion, Greece

Giamarellos Evangelos, Professor of Internal Medicine, 4th Department of 
Internal Medicine, “Attikon” University Hospital, School of Medicine, National 
and Kapodistrian University of Athens, Athens, Greece

Giamarellou Helen, MD, PhD, Professor of Internal Medicine and Infectious 
Diseases, School of Medicine, National and Kapodistrian University of Athens, 
Athens, Greece

Gogos Charalampos, Professor and Chairman, Department of Medicine, Patras 
University Medical School, Patras, Greece 

Guzman Oscar, PharmD, BCCCP, FCCM, Medical Science Liaison, USA
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of Pavia, Italy
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Respiratory Intensive Care Medicine, Washington University School of Medicine, 
Director, Critical Care Research, Director, Respiratory Care Services, Barnes-
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Komnos Apostolos, MD, PhD, Coordinator Director, ICU, General Hospital of 
Larissa, Greece

Kotanidou Anastasia, MD, PhD, Professor of Pulmonary and Critical Care, School 
of Medicine, National and Kapodistrian University of Athens, Athens, Greece

Koulouras Vasileios, MD, PhD, Associate Professor of Intensive Care Medicine 
Medical School, University of Ioannina

Koulouris Nikolaos, Professor of Pneumonology, Medical School, National 
and Kapodistrian University of Athens, Head of 1st Academic Department of 
Pneumonology, Hospital for Diseases of the Chest “Sotiria”, Athens, Greece

Koutelidakis Ioannis, MD, Phd, FACS, FEBS, Associate Professor of Surgery,  
2nd Department of Surgery, School of Medicine, Aristotle University of 
Thessaloniki, Greece
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Professor of Clinical Medicine, Weill Cornell Medical College, New York, USA
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Critical Care, General Hospital “Attikon”, School of Medicine, National and 
Kapodistrian University of Athens, Athens, Greece

Paiva José-Artur, MD, PhD, Centro Hospitalar São João, Faculty of Medicine, 
University of Porto, Portugal

Palmer Lucy, MD, Director of the Respiratory Care Unit, Associate Professor of 
Medicine, Stony Brook University Medical Center, USA

F A C U L T Y  L I S T

Petrosillo Nicola, MD, FESCMID, Director, Clinical and Research Department, 
National Institute for Infectious Diseases “L. Spallanzani”, IRCCS, Rome, Italy

Pnevmatikos Ioannis, Pulmonologist/Intensivist, Professor of Critical Care 
Medicine, Head, Department of Intensive Care Unit, University Hospital of 
Alexandroupolis, Greece

Poulakou Garyphallia, Consultant, Internal Medicine and Infectious Diseases, 
4th Department of Internal Medicine, General Hospital “Attikon”, School of 
Medcine, National and Kapodistrian University of Athens, Athens, Greece

Pournaras Spiros, MD, Professor of Clinical Microbiology, School of Medcine, 
National and Kapodistrian University of Athens, Director, Laboratory of Clinical 
Microbiology, University General Hospital “Attikon”, Athens, Greece

Póvoa Pedro, MD, PhD, Associate Professor, NOVA Medical School, CEDOC, 
New University of Lisbon, Portugal; Adjunct Professor, Center for Clinical 
Epidemiology and Research Unit of Clinical Epidemiology, OUH Odense 
University Hospital, Denmark; Chair of INF Section, European Society of 
Intensive Care Medicine, Coordinator of the Polyvalent Intensive Care Unit, 
Hospital de São Francisco Xavier, CHLO

Rello Jordi, Professor, Vall d’Hebron Hospital Campus, Barcelona, Spain
Rudiger Alain, MD, Professor of Medicine and Intensive Care Medicine, 

University of Zurich, Head of department of Medicine, Hospital Limmattal, 
Switzerland

Sambatakou Helen, Assistant Professor in Internal Medicine and Infectious 
Diseases, “Hippokration” General Hospital of Athens, Athens, Greece

Sotgiu Giovanni, PhD, MD, FERS, Department of Biomedical Sciences, University 
of Sassari, Sassari, Italy

Theodorakopoulos George, RN, Scientific Affairs & Education, Regulatory 
Affairs, MSD-HCBG, 3M Hellas MEPE, Athens, Greece

Timsit Jean-François, MD, PhD, Professor, Medical and Infectious Diseases, ICU 
Bichat Hospital Paris Inserm, Diderot University: Team 5: Descision Sciences in 
Infectious Disesases (DeScID), Paris, France

Tsangaris Iraklis, Associate Professor, 2nd Critical Care Department, Athens 
National and Kapodistrian University of Athens, “Attikon” University General 
Hospital, Athens, Greece

Vassilakopoulos Theodoros, Professor, Pulmonary & Critical Care Medicine 
Medical School, National & Kapodistrian University of Athens, “Evangelismos” 
University General Hospital, Athens, Greece; 
Secretary General, Hellenic Thoracic Society, Athens, Greece; 
Adjunct Professor, McGill University, Montreal, QC, Canada
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Wilcox Mark, Professor of Medical Microbiology, Sir Edward Brotherton Chair 
of Bacteriology, University of Leeds; Lead on C. Difficile Infection, Public Health 
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Zakynthinos Epaminondas, Professor of Critical Care Medicine, University of 
Thessaly, Larissa, Greece
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