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Dear Colleagues,

The COVID‑19 pandemic is an ongoing global pandemic with more than 25.1 mil-
lion cases and 844,000 deaths reported worldwide. Elderly patients with underlying 
chronic diseases are considered of high risk for death but younger people without 
major underlying diseases may also present lethal complications. COVID‑19 must 
be regarded as a systemic disease involving multiple human systems due to the 
uncontrolled systematic inflammatory response resulting from the release of large 
amounts of pro-inflammatory cytokines and chemokines by immune effector cells, 
named “cytokine storm”. In this situation the treatment with immunomodulatory 
agents (corticosteroids, toculizumab, anakirna etc) has been considered needing 
however more laboratory and clinical evidence. Mortality related to COVID‑19 is 
lower than SARS and MERS but the infection is more lethal than seasonal flu while 
currently no specific antiviral treatment is available and therefore further research 
into the pathogenesis of human coronavirus infection is imperative for identifying 
appropriate therapeutic targets. A major problem of the coronavirus pandemic is 
the considerable burden imposed on the National Health System worldwide due 
to the hyperacute outbreak and the proportional increase of patients requiring ICU 
support in an extremely limited period of time while outcomes vary according to 
the burden of the disease in each country. The pandemic has caused also global 
social and economic disruption leading to the postponement or cancellation of 
sporting, religious, political, and cultural events, while schools, universities and 
colleges have been closed either on a nationwide or local basis in 172 countries, 
affecting approximately 98.5 percent of the world’s student population. Addition-
aly, misinformation about the virus has circulated through social and mass media. 
This international webinar meeting aims, with the contribution of well known 
worldwide experts, to share with colleagues from different countries all the latest 
informations and knowledges on COVID‑19 pandemic and to promote a produc-
tive discussion. For this reason, we ask for your active participation. 

The organizers of the Webinar meeting

 Professor George Dimopoulos Professor Jordi Rello
 Athens, Greece Barcelona, Spain
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Thursday 24-09-2020

09.55-10.00  Introduction                                     G. Dimopoulos (Greece)

10.00-11.30 COVID-19. The new enemy 
Chairs: A. Armaganidis (Greece) - IM Dimopoulou (Greece)

10.00-10.20 Epidemiology I. Martin-Loeches (Ireland)

10.20-10.40 Pathophysiology J.F. Timsit (France)

10.40-11.00 The 5 phenotypes of infection M. Belliato (Italy)

11.00-11.20 COVID‑19 is a systematic infection G. Waterer (Australia)

11.20-11.30 Q & A 

11.30-12.00 Break

12.00-13.30 COVID-19. Management

Chairs: S. Loukides (Greece) - P. Sfikakis (Greece)

12.00-12.20 Molecular diagnosis S. Pournaras (Greece)

12.20-12.40 Mechanical Ventilation P. Pelosi (Italy)

12.40-13.00 Thromboprophylaxis M. Tamae Kakazu (USA)

13.00-13.20 COVID‑19 associated co‑infections R. Wunderink (USA)

13.20-13.30 Q & A 

13.30-14.00 Break
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14.00-15.30 COVID-19. Treatment
Chairs: A. Koutsoukou (Greece) - S. Orfanos (Greece)

14.00-14.20 Hydrocloroquine and Azitromycin N. Sipsas (Greece)

14.20-14.40 Remdesivir M. Bassetti (Italy)

14.40-15.00 Immunotherapy E. Giamarellos (Greece)

15.00-15.20 Plasma treatment M.A. Dimopoulos (Greece)

15.20-15.30 Q & A 

15.30-16.00 Break

16.00-18.00 COVID-19. Patients with specific conditions

Chairs: A. Kotanidou (Greece) - P. Myrianthefs (Greece)

16.00-16.15 COVID‑associated aspergillosis D. Vogelaers (Belgium)

16.15-16.30 CRBIs in COVID era V. Jakšić (Serbia)

16.30-16.50 COVID‑19 induced arrhythmias E. Vavouranakis (Greece)

16.50-17.05 Transplantation in the COVID era G. Papatheodoridis (Greece)

17.05-17.20 Ongoing clinical trials C. Gogos (Greece)

17.20-17.35 The vaccine G. Poulakou (Greece)

17.35-17.50 Artificial Intelligence  
and COVID‑19

I. Mporas (UK)

17.50-18.00 Q & A 
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Armaganidis Apostolos Professor of Pulmonary and Intensive Care Medicine, 
National and Kapodistrian University of Athens, Medical School, Head of the 2nd 
Critical Care Department, ATTIKON University Hospital, Athens, Greece

Bassetti Matteo MD, PhD, Infectious Diseases Unit, Ospedale Policlinico San 
Martino – IRCCS, Genoa, Italy

Belliato Mirko Consultant on Critical Care Medicine Foundation IRCCS 
Policlinico San Matteo, Pavia, Italy

Dimopoulos George ΜD, PhD, Critical Care Department, ATTIKON University 
Hospital, Medical School, National and Kapodistrian University of Athens

Dimopoulos Meletios-Athanassios Professor and Rector of the National and 
Kapodistrian University of Athens, Plasma Cell Dyscrasias Unit Section of 
Hematology and Medical Oncology Department of Clinical Therapeutics School 
of Medicine, National and Kapodistrian University of Athens, “Alexandra” 
Hospital, Athens, Greece

Dimopoulou Ioanna-Maria Professor of Intensive Care, Department of Critical 
Care & Pulmonary Services, “EVANGELISMOS” Hospital, National  
& Kapodistrian University of Athens, Medical School, Athens, Greece

Giamarellos-Bourboulis Evangelos MD, PhD, FISAC, Professor of Internal 
Medicine, 4th Department of Internal Medicine, ATTIKON University Hospital, 
National and Kapodistrian University of Athens, Greece

Gogos Charalambos Professor and Chairman, Department of Medicine,  
Patras University Medical School, Patras, Greece

Jakšić Vladimir Clinical & Scientific Affairs Manager, 3M EMEA MSD, Serbia
Kotanidou Anastasia MD, PhD, Professor of Pulmonary and Critical Care, 

National and Kapodistrian University of Athens, Greece
Koutsoukou Antonia MD, Professor ICU, 1st Dept of Respiratory Medicine, 

University of Athens, Medical School, Sotiria Hospital, Athens, Greece
Loukides Stelios MD, FCCP, FERS, Pulmonologist, ERS educational council, 

Professor, Medical School, National and Kapodistrian University of Athens, 
ATTIKON University Hospital, 2nd Respiratory Medicine Department, Athens, 
Greece 

Martin-Loeches Ignacio MD, PhD (Hons), MBA (IESE), FJFICMI  
Consultant in Intensive Care Medicine and Senior Clinical Lecturer & Research 
Director of the Multidisciplinary Intensive Care Research Organization (MICRO) 
at Trinity College, Dublin. Currently Vice-Chair of Intensive Care Medicine  
at St James’s University Hospital, Dublin, Ireland

Mporas Iosif Dipl-Eng, PhD, Senior Lecturer in Information Engineering, School 
of Engineering and Computer Science, University of  Hertfordshire College Lane 
Campus, UK

Myrianthefs Pavlos MD, PhD, Professor of Pulmonary Medicine & Critical Care, 
National and Kapodistrian University of Athens, Agioi Anargyroi Hospital of 
Kifissia, Athens, Greece
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Orfanos Stylianos Professor of Critical Care and Medicine, 2nd Department of 
Critical Care, Attikon Hospital, National and Kapodistrian University of Athens, 
Greece

Papatheodoridis George Professor in Medicine & Gastroenterology, Medical 
School of National & Kapodistrian University of Athens, Director of Academic 
Department of Gastroenterology and Liver Transplantation Unit, President of 
Hellenic Transplant Organisation

Pelosi Paolo Department of Anesthesia and Intensive Care and Department  
of Surgical Sciences and Integrated Diagnostics (DISC), Ospedale Policlinico  
San Martino – IRCCS, Genoa, Italy 

Poulakou Garyphalia MD, PhD, Assistant Professor Internal Medicine, 3rd 
Department Internal Medicine, SOTIRIA Hospital, Medical School, National and 
Kapodistrian University of Athens, Greece

Pournaras Spyridon MD, Professor of Clinical Microbiology, Medical School, 
University of Athens, Director, Laboratory of Clinical Microbiology ATTIKON 
University Hospital, Athens, Greece

Rello Jordi Professor, Centro de Investigacion Biomedica en Red (CIBERES), 
Instituto de Salud Carlos III & Vall d’Hebron Barcelona Hospital Campus, Spain

Sfikakis Petros Professor of Internal Medicine and Rheumatology, 1st Department 
of Propaedeutic Internal Medicine- Laikon General Hospital, Dean, National and 
Kapodistrian University of Athens Medical School

Sipsas Nikolaos MD, FIDSA, Professor, Pathophysiology Department,  
LAIKO Hospital, National and Kapodistrian University of Athens, Medical 
School, Athens, Greece

Tamae Kakazu Maximilliano MD, FCCP, Assistant Professor of Medicine, 
Program Director, Pulmonary and Critical Care Medicine Fellowship, Spectrum 
Health – Michigan State University College of Human Medicine, USA

Timsit Jean-François MD, PhD, Professor, Medical and Infectious Diseases,  
AP-HP, Bichat Hospital, Medical and infectious diseases ICU (MI2), University of 
Paris, IAME, INSERM, Paris, France OUTCOUME REA research network

Vavouranakis Emmanouil Professor of Cardiology, 3rd Department of 
Cardiology, National and Kapodistrian University of Athens, Medical School, 
Athens, Greece

Vogelaers Dirk General Internal Medicine, Infectious Diseases and Psychosomatic 
Medicine, Ghent University Hospital; Dept. of Internal Medicine & Pediatrics, 
Ghent University, Ghent, Belgium

Waterer Grand Professor of Medicine, Clinical Services, East Metropolitan 
Health Service and Royal Perth Bentley Group, University of Western Australia

Wunderink Richard Professor of Medicine, Pulmonary and Critical Care 
Medicine, Northwestern University Feinberg School of Medicine Chicago, 
Illinois- USA
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The scientific event will be held online and broadcasted live.

Date 
Thursday, 24 September 2020

Official Language 
The official language of the conference will be English. All informative material 
and oral presentations will be in English. No simultaneous interpretation in other 
languages will be provided.

Registration Fee
The registration is free of charge. 

• Includes access to the seminar’s online platform
• Attendance of the scientific program
• Scientific program (digital form)
• Certificate of attendance (e-Certificate)

G e n e r a l  I n f o r m at i o n
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